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From the Principal Director of Oral Health
Ministry of Health Malaysia

This document is an update of an earlier 1997 document on Dental Public Health
Specialists (DPHS) by the Ministry of Health Malaysia (MOH). This updated edition
is necessary as DPHS in the MOH are increasingly called upon to address issues and
challenges of an increasingly borderless world.

The initial aspiration was to produce a document for all DPHS in Malaysia regardless
of the organisation. However, we cannot possibly do justice to the scope of DPHS
outside the MOH, especially those in the Universities and the Armed Forces. Hence,
this document is limited to DPHS in the MOH only, but is targeted for distribution to
all dental professionals, policy makers, health professionals and other stakeholders in
health and oral health.

We refer to specialists in this discipline as ‘Dental Public Health Specialists (DPHS)’,
and there is a move in the MOH for the nomenclature in Bahasa Malaysia to be Pakar
Pergigian Kesihatan Awam. We acknowledge that DPHS in the MOH have various
postgraduate qualifications in the disciplines of Dental Public Health / Public Health
| Public Health (Oral Health) / Public Health (Dentistry) /| Community Medicine (Oral
Health) | Community Dentistry / Preventive Dentistry. Hence, we use the terms ‘Dental
Public Health’ and ‘Public Health Dentistry’ interchangeably in this document.

Discharging public health values and practices mean focusing on populations rather
than the individual, with particular emphasis on prevention, the environment and
service to the community. In engaging that role, it is incumbent upon DPHS to be part
of multidisciplinary teams where necessary, comprising professionals in various fields,
including community representatives.

It is hoped that this document will serve as a reference to all stakeholders in Malaysia’s
quest to continually improve oral health of its people.

-

Dato’ Dr Norain binti Abu Talib


















































































































